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Geography and boundaries
The Athos peninsula is the easternmost of Halkidiki’s three peninsulas. The Autonomous Monastic State occupies
most of it. The demarcated production area of PGI Mount Athos comprises the administrative territory of Mount
Athos and the neighbouring area of Ouranoupoli. The product specification places eligible vineyards between 10
and 400 metres above sea level; the summit of Athos itself reaches 2,033 metres.
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A living cultural landscape
Mount Athos has supported organised monastic life for more than a millennium. Worship, study, agricultural
work, forest management and the conservation of monuments continue within a living institution rather than a
landscape frozen in the past. Mount Athos has been inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List since 1988 as
a mixed cultural and natural property and is also included in the Natura 2000 network.
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Historical continuity
The Great Lavra was founded in 963 by Athanasios the Athonite with imperial support and became a decisive
point in the organisation of Athonite monastic life. The first Typikon, associated with the Tragos document of 972,
regulated community life and property. The contemporary constitutional status of Mount Athos is recognised by
the Greek Constitution and the Charter of Mount Athos. Historical and religious traditions should be
distinguished from independently verifiable historical evidence.
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What PGI means
Protected Geographical Indication identifies wines whose quality, reputation or other characteristics are linked to
a defined geographical origin and whose production complies with an approved specification. PGI Mount Athos
protects the registered name, defines the production area, authorised wine categories and grape varieties, and
provides rules for production, verification and labelling. It is not a general quality ranking and does not make
every wine from the wider peninsula a PGI wine.
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Climate, relief and vineyards
Maritime exposure, folded relief, slope orientation and local soils create varied growing conditions. The
specification identifies north and northeast winds as predominant, with southerly winds more frequent in
summer. Effects on ripening, acidity and vine water status depend on the individual vineyard, vintage and canopy
management; they should not be inferred from altitude alone.


